
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title:   Unit 1:  Five themes of Geography 
 
Unit Designers: Grade 3 Team 
 
Level(s): Grade 3 

 
Time Span: 8 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:   
This unit helps students figure out the answer to the question “What is geography?” by introducing them 
to the Five Themes of Geography (location, place, regions, human-environmental interaction, and 
movement).  Students will understand how the physical environment supports and constrains human 
activity by studying each theme individually and as a whole. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
National Standard #18 
How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future. 
 
MLR – Chapter 132 
Geography 
D.1. Geography Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:  Students understand the geography of 
the community, Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world. 

a. Explain that geography includes the study of Earth’s physical features including climate and the 
distribution of plant, animal, and human life. 

b. Create visual representations of the world, showing a basic understanding of the geographic grid, 
including the equator and prime meridian. 

c. Identify the earth’s major geographic features such as continents, oceans, major mountains, and 
rivers using a variety of geographic tools. 

d. Explain examples of changes in the Earth’s physical features and their impact on communities 
and regions. 

 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

Know that maps are visual representations of places. 
Know that the globe is a visual representation of the whole earth. 
Know that geography is the study of Earth’s surface and people. 
 
Skills: 
Read a map using its features (title, compass rose, map key, and symbols). 
Describe locations in terms of directions (North, South, East, and West). 
Identify key features on a globe. 
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Enduring Understandings: 
Students will understand that humans adapt to their environment and that the environment affects 
cultures. 

 
 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How do the Five Themes of Geography help us understand the world? 
What are the human and physical characteristics of a place? 
What is the relationship between humans and their environment? 
 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

Know the difference between relative and absolute location. 
Know physical and human characteristics of a place. 
Know how humans impact the environment. 
Know patterns of movement. 
Know different regions of the world 
 
Skills: 
Acquire geographic information 
Organize geographic information 
Analyze geographic information 

 
 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Presentations for each theme 
Maps 
Assessment “Five Themes of Geography” 
Posters 
 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Reading various texts and applying the understanding of the five themes 
Hand-on activities including maps, globes, posters, etc. 
Oral presentations and discussions 
 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Write a one page paper on how those skills relate to a specific job. 
Independent study 
 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Various internet accesses including National Geographic Xpeditions 
On-line map activities 
LCD projector 
Videos – National Geographic for Kids 
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Instructional Resources: 
www.googleearth.com 
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/kids 
“National Geographic Kids” 
Oral Presentations 
Visits to local museum/historical societies 
Personal Interviews  
Class discussions 
Artifacts 
Pictures 
National Geographic 
Videos 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 
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